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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 14942 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, SEATO, SC, VS 

SUBJECT: GVN INTEREST IN SEATO 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY, ON BEHALF OF ACTING MINISTER DUC, HAS EX- 
PRESSED INTEREST IN OBTAINING INFORMATION ON SEATO, PRESUMABLY 
IN CONNECTION WITH SEATO COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULED LATE SEP- 
TEMBER. DUC SPECIFICALLY WANTED TO KNOW IF SOUTHEAST ASIA 
COLLECTIVE DEFENSE TREATY COVERED CAMBODIA AND LAOS AND, IF 
SO, HAD THOSE COUNTRIES RENOUNCED SEATO PROTECTION. MORE 
GENERALLY, DUC ASKED EXACTLY WHAT THE SEATO "UMBRELLA" NOW 
COVERS. 

2. INFORMATION AVAILABLE SAIGON INDICATES THAT RLG DECLARED IN CON 
NECTION GENEVA 1962 ACCORDS THAT IT WOULD NOT "RECOGNIZE" PRO- 
TECTION BY SEATO OR ANY OTHER ALLIANCE AND THAT CAMBODIA 
INDICATED "DISINTEREST" IN SEATO PROTECTION ALTHOUGH THIS 
COMMUNICATION WAS REJECTED BY THE SEATO COUNCIL AT MANILA 

IN 1964. 

3. WE HAVE THEREFORE INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT SEATO 
TREATY IS, OF COURSE, STILL OPERATIVE AND BINDING, THAT OF THE 
THREE PROTOCOL STATES, THE STATUS OF SOUTH VIETNAM REMAINS 
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UNCHANGED, LAOS AS RESULT OF 1962 CONFERENCE IS NO LONGER 
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COVERED, AND THE STATUS OF CAMBODIA IS MORE AMBIGUOUS 
ALTHOUGH THE ACTION OF THE SEATO COUNCIL IN 1964 SEEMED TO LEAVE 
ITS STATUS AS A PROTOCOL STATE UNAFFECTED. WE SAID WE WOULD 
INFORM THE MINISTRY IF SUBSEQUENT INQUIRE REVEALED A DIFFERENT 
INTERPRETATION WOULD BE CORRECT. 

MARTIN 
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